


EDITORS’ NOTEEDITORS’ NOTE
Dear Readers,Dear Readers,

We write to you in a moment marked by intensifying violence, dis-We write to you in a moment marked by intensifying violence, dis-
placement, and the ongoing fight for land, language, safety, and be-placement, and the ongoing fight for land, language, safety, and be-
longing—here and globally. As co-editors, we approached this issue’s longing—here and globally. As co-editors, we approached this issue’s 
theme, “decolonization?”, with both urgency and care, recognizing theme, “decolonization?”, with both urgency and care, recognizing 
that the word itself can be both overused and emptied of meaning, that the word itself can be both overused and emptied of meaning, 
while still holding deep weight. The question mark is intentional: it while still holding deep weight. The question mark is intentional: it 
signals the unfinished and contested work of decolonization, as well signals the unfinished and contested work of decolonization, as well 
as the specific, often divergent, lived realities and histories that in-as the specific, often divergent, lived realities and histories that in-
form how each of us engages with it.form how each of us engages with it.

In bringing together the voices in this issue, we are acutely aware of In bringing together the voices in this issue, we are acutely aware of 
the different proximities we each have to violence, dispossession, and the different proximities we each have to violence, dispossession, and 
the ongoing legacies of colonialism and settler colonialism. Some the ongoing legacies of colonialism and settler colonialism. Some 
contributors have chosen to remain anonymous, underscoring that to contributors have chosen to remain anonymous, underscoring that to 
speak about decolonization is not without risk—especially for those speak about decolonization is not without risk—especially for those 
whose lives and families are impacted by borders, policing, surveil-whose lives and families are impacted by borders, policing, surveil-
lance, or displacement. For some, the question of decolonization is lance, or displacement. For some, the question of decolonization is 
immediate—a matter of survival, language, home, or safety. For oth-immediate—a matter of survival, language, home, or safety. For oth-
ers, it may be less immediate, shaped by relationships of solidarity, by ers, it may be less immediate, shaped by relationships of solidarity, by 
the work of listening, and by accountability to those most impacted. the work of listening, and by accountability to those most impacted. 
We wish to honor these differences and to hold space for the vulnera-We wish to honor these differences and to hold space for the vulnera-
bilities, uncertainties, and courage that are present in these contribu-bilities, uncertainties, and courage that are present in these contribu-
tions.tions.

At Colorado College, we see our community grappling with what At Colorado College, we see our community grappling with what 
decolonization might mean on this land, in this moment. Whether it decolonization might mean on this land, in this moment. Whether it 
is through calls for land back and Indigenous sovereignty, organizing is through calls for land back and Indigenous sovereignty, organizing 
for housing justice and rent control, movements to abolish policing for housing justice and rent control, movements to abolish policing 
and prisons, or the insistence on speaking Spanish and other lan-and prisons, or the insistence on speaking Spanish and other lan-
guages in spaces that have sought to erase them, we are learning from guages in spaces that have sought to erase them, we are learning from 
one another’s struggles and questions. This issue does not offer easy one another’s struggles and questions. This issue does not offer easy 
answers, but invites us to recognize both our different relationships answers, but invites us to recognize both our different relationships 
to power and place, and our shared responsibility in building more to power and place, and our shared responsibility in building more 
just and liberated futures.just and liberated futures.

With care and solidarity,With care and solidarity,
The Co-EditorsThe Co-Editors
Mila & KendallMila & Kendall
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O n  T h u r s d a y ,  F e b r u a r y  2 6 ,  T h e  R a g ,  i n  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h 
t h e  P r i s o n  P r o j e c t  a t  C C  a n d  I C E  O U T ! ,  h e l d  a  c o l l a b o r a t i v e 
z i n e  b u i l d i n g  s e s s i o n  i n  B - S i d e ,  w h e r e  m a t e r i a l s  w e r e  p r o -

v i d e d  f o r  p a r t i c i p a n t s  t o  c r e a t e  z i n e s  t h a t  c o n t a i n s  c r u i c i a l 
i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  b e  u s e d  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  a n  I C E  a r r e s t  o r  r a i d . 

T h e  n u m b e r s  a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  w e r e  u s e d  i n  t h e  z i n e s 
w e r e  t a k e n  f r o m  t h e  w e b s i t e  o f  t h e  C o l o r a d o  R a p i d  R e s p o n s e 

N e t w o r k  ( C O R R N ) ,  a  r e g i o n a l  C o l o r a d o  n e t w o r k  t h a t  h a s  a 
2 4 / 7  h o t l i n e  w h e r e  a n y o n e  c a n  c a n  c a l l  t o  r e p o r t  I C E  a c t i v -
i t y  a n d  r e c e i v e  s u p p o r t  f o r  s o m e o n e  w h o  h a s  b e e n  d e t a i n e d 

o r  d e p o r t e d . 
T h e  f o l l o w i n g  2  p a g e s  a r e  2  o f  t h e  z i n e s  t h a t  w e r e  d i s t r i b u t -

e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d a y  i n  f r o n t  o f  W o r n e r .

W e  u r g e  e v e r y o n e ,  b u t  e s p e c i a l l y  p e o p l e  w h o s e  l i v e s  a n d 
t h e  l i v e s  o f  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  a n d  f r i e n d s  a r e  n o t  t h e  t a r g e t s 

o f  I C E ’ s  t e r r o r i s t  a c t i v i t y ,  t o  u s e  t h e i r  p r i v i l e g e  a n d  p o w e r 
t o  f i g h t  f o r  o u r  f r i e n d s ,  f a m i l y ,  n e i g h b o u r s  a n d  c o l l e g u e s 

w h o s e  l i v e s  a n d  l i v e l i h o o d s  a r e  d i r e c t l y  o n  t h e  l i n e . 

I t  i s  c r u c i a l  t o  h a v e  C O R R N ’ s  h o t l i n e  s a v e d
 

i n  y o u r  p h o n e :  1 - 8 4 4 - 8 6 4 - 8 3 4 1 .

I t  i s  c r u i c i a l  t h a t  y o u  g e t  t r a i n e d  i n  o n e  o f  C O R R N ’ s  m a n y 
v o l u n t e e r  r o l e s ,  s u c h  a s :

-  L e g a l  O b s e r v e r ;
-  C o n f i r m e r ;
-  D i s p a t c h e r ;

-  D o c u T e a m
-  P u b l i c  R e s p o n d e r

-  O n - S i t e  A c t i o n  C o o r d i n a t o r

T o  f i n d  o u t  m o r e  a b o u t  t h e  C o l o r a d o  R a p i d  R e s p o n s e  N e t -
w o r k ,  p l e a s e  s c a n  t h e  Q R  c o d e  a b o v e .

 
W E  K E E P  U S  S A F E .  T H E  P O L I C E ,  T H E  S T A T E ,  A N D  I T S  I N -

S T I T U T I O N S ,  A R E  H E R E  O N L Y  T O  O P R E S S  A N D  E X P L O I T  U S . 
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Art  by Kendall ReynoldsArt  by Kendall Reynolds



			  			 
s ex  a n d  c o l o n i z a t i o n s ex  a n d  c o l o n i z a t i o n 

r a p e  a n d  c o n t ro lr a p e  a n d  c o n t ro l
p o we r t h e y s t o l ep o we r t h e y s t o l e

s t i l l  we a k  a n d  p a l e ,  n e ve r  wh o l es t i l l  we a k  a n d  p a l e ,  n e ve r  wh o l e
t h i e ve s  o f  b o d i e s ,  t h i e ve s  o f  l a n dt h i e ve s  o f  b o d i e s ,  t h i e ve s  o f  l a n d
o n  t h e i r  o w n ,  t h e y ’ l l  n e ve r  s t a n do n  t h e i r  o w n ,  t h e y ’ l l  n e ve r  s t a n d

l i e s ,  b o d i e s  d e m o n i z e dl i e s ,  b o d i e s  d e m o n i z e d
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FGS History ProjectFGS History Project

Welcome to a new section of the Monthly Rag, dedicated to ex-Welcome to a new section of the Monthly Rag, dedicated to ex-
ploring the rich history of Feminist and Gender Studies (FGS) at ploring the rich history of Feminist and Gender Studies (FGS) at 
Colorado College. For those who may not be familiar, our depart-Colorado College. For those who may not be familiar, our depart-
ment’s history project aims to trace the evolution of FGS from its ment’s history project aims to trace the evolution of FGS from its 
earliest days—when it operated out of a basement and relied on earliest days—when it operated out of a basement and relied on 
the unpaid labor and goodwill of faculty in other departments—the unpaid labor and goodwill of faculty in other departments—
to its present status as an established department with a robust to its present status as an established department with a robust 
curriculum and a commitment to equity, care, and critical think-curriculum and a commitment to equity, care, and critical think-
ing.ing.

In this inaugural feature, we invite you to take a first look into In this inaugural feature, we invite you to take a first look into 
our department’s long-standing legacy by revisiting the very first our department’s long-standing legacy by revisiting the very first 
issues of the Monthly Rag—then called WomanSpeak—published issues of the Monthly Rag—then called WomanSpeak—published 
during the 1990-1991 academic year. QR codes included in this during the 1990-1991 academic year. QR codes included in this 
issue will link you to those foundational newsletters, beginning issue will link you to those foundational newsletters, beginning 
with December 1990, offering a window into the origins of FGS at with December 1990, offering a window into the origins of FGS at 
Colorado College.Colorado College.

As current FGS chair Dr. Nadia Guessous observes in the article As current FGS chair Dr. Nadia Guessous observes in the article 
abouthe FGS department on the American Council of Learned abouthe FGS department on the American Council of Learned 
Societies Website, “While our field values the margins as sourc-Societies Website, “While our field values the margins as sourc-
es of knowledge, we have always simultaneously recognized that es of knowledge, we have always simultaneously recognized that 
there is nothing glamorous about institutional precarity and there is nothing glamorous about institutional precarity and 
that we should fight for the resources that we need and deserve.” that we should fight for the resources that we need and deserve.” 
Over the years, FGS has persisted through challenges, redefining Over the years, FGS has persisted through challenges, redefining 
what it means to do feminist and gender studies, to be inclusive what it means to do feminist and gender studies, to be inclusive 
in both scholarship and faculty, and to ground its curriculum in in both scholarship and faculty, and to ground its curriculum in 
intersectional and transnational perspectives.intersectional and transnational perspectives.

Today, FGS is a department with four faculty members, all fac-Today, FGS is a department with four faculty members, all fac-
ulty of color. For the first time in our history, new colleagues are ulty of color. For the first time in our history, new colleagues are 
mentored and supported by faculty who have themselves been mentored and supported by faculty who have themselves been 
both trained and tenured in FGS. We hope this ongoing history both trained and tenured in FGS. We hope this ongoing history 
project will inspire new editors and readers alike to reflect on—project will inspire new editors and readers alike to reflect on—
and contribute to—the evolving story of Feminist and Gender and contribute to—the evolving story of Feminist and Gender 
Studies at Colorado College.Studies at Colorado College.







The Ghost in the Garden: Yugonostalgia and the “White Enclo-
sure” of the Balkan Muslim

To participate in Yugonostalgia today is to engage in a form of rad-
ical grieving, a selective amnesia that clings to the “Red Passport” 
and the phantom of Bratstvo i Jedinstvo as a bulwark against the 
soul-crushing reality of neoliberal transition. We look back at the 
Yugoslav project as a lost socialist utopia, a moment of “more” in 
a world of “less.” But Piro Rexhepi’s White Enclosures serves as a 
brutal, necessary exorcism of this sentimentality. We have to stop 
treating the Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia as a finished 
masterpiece and start seeing it for what it was: a project of “White 
Enclosure” that required the disciplinary containment, seculariza-
tion, and racial management of its Muslim populations. Rexhepi dis-
mantles the myth of the secular state, revealing that “Brotherhood” 
was never an open door; it was a club with a Eurocentric dress code. 
The state’s “civilizing mission” toward Muslims in Bosnia, Koso-
vo, and Macedonia wasn’t just about socialism—it was about being 
“White” enough for the modern world.

The removal of the zar and the aggressive shuttering of Madrasas in 
the 1950s were framed as “liberation,” but they were fundamentally 
colonial erasures. They were designed to strip the Muslim subject 
of their “Oriental” baggage so they could be fit for a European-style 
modernity. The “Brother” in Brotherhood and Unity had to look, 
speak, and act like a secular European. Any deviation into the “East-
ern” was coded as backwardness, a threat to the progressive trajec-
tory of the state. This wasn’t a side effect of Yugoslav socialism; it was 
the core of its “White Enclosure.” The state was engaged in a perma-
nent “audition” for European belonging, using its Muslim popula-
tions as the laboratory for its own civilizing aspirations.

This hypocrisy reached its absolute zenith in the Non-Aligned Move-
ment (NAM). For the Yugonostalgic, the NAM is the crown jewel of 
Tito’s legacy—the moment the Balkans led the Global South. But 
Rexhepi pulls the mask off this “Third World” solidarity. He reveals 
a cynical, geopolitical performance: Yugoslavia “rented” its Muslim 
identity to secure construction contracts and political leverage in 
the Middle East and Africa, while simultaneously brutalizing its own 
“internal others” at home. While Tito was shaking hands with Nasser 



and Nehru, the state was treating its Albanians, Bosniaks, and Roma 
as primitive vestiges of an Ottoman past that needed to be managed, 
surveyed, and silenced. It was a racialized double-play: Yugoslavia 
performed “Brownness” abroad to gain power, while doubling down 
on “Whiteness” at home to secure its borders.

This coloniality didn’t die in 1991; it simply found a new master in 
Brussels. Today, the post-Yugoslav states are caught in a violent 
apprenticeship. They are desperate for EU membership, and the 
price of admission is acting as the frontline mercenaries for “For-
tress Europe.” This is the “positionality” Rexhepi warns us about: the 
Balkan state as a gatekeeper. To prove they are “civilized” enough 
for the European Union, states like Croatia, Serbia, and Bosnia must 
police the “Balkan Route” with a savagery that mirrors the very fas-
cism they once claimed to defeat. They are the enforcers of a “White 
Enclosure” that keeps the “Oriental” body out of Europe, brutalizing 
refugees from Syria, Afghanistan, and North Africa to prove their 
own racial loyalty to the West.

The EU demands that the Balkans act as a buffer zone, a transit 
camp, and a cage. In doing so, these states are participating in a 
self-colonization. They are so desperate to be seen as the “shield of 
civilization” that they have become the borderguards of a prison they 
themselves are trapped in. They enforce the migration routes the EU 
wants strangled, performing a racialized violence that is the ultimate 
“audition” for Whiteness. Every pushback at the border, every de-
humanizing camp, is a message to Brussels: “Look, we are not like 
them. We are like you.”

We must reject the lie that the Balkans are “caught between” East 
and West. We are being used by the West to police the East. A radical 
leftist critique must discard the uncritical nostalgia for a “Broth-
erhood” that was built on the backs of marginalized Muslims, just 
as it must reject the neoliberal “integration” that turns our homes 
into border-outposts for an imperial core. The Balkans will never 
be liberated until we stop trying to “fit” into the White Enclosure of 
Europe. We must stop being the borderguards of our own colonizers.



The struggle for the “Balkan Route” is the struggle for our own soul. 
True solidarity isn’t a memory of a red passport; it is the active, de-
colonial refusal to enforce the borders of Fortress Europe. We must 
dismantle the enclosures—both the ones in our history books and 
the ones currently being built with EU funds. We don’t need a seat 
at the table of Whiteness; we need to burn the table down and stand 
with those who are being kept outside the gates. Only by embracing 
our position as a crossroads, rather than a cage, can we find a way 
out of the “White Enclosure.”

Mila Naumovska
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Crip Cunning

Im calling it          		  the cunning

The cunning of disability

The cunning of crip

Did you know if you’re a Combat veteran with PTSD you can get a nonprofit 
that is funded by the CIA to give you a dog?

Built up a crip colony

Clock ticking backward but still the arrow points to progress

Cruelty made of distance

My body too 		  drawn like any weapon

Liquid crystal regulation

It flashes it preys it spreads

Its infection 			   On the outside looking in?

It suffers it matures it approaches

On the assembly line to american nationalism.

Anonymous



Stitch The Dysfluent Words

Because a certain strand of words Stitch and restitch themselves across the 
decades.

Refuse Wall Street.

Drool dream panic stim              			   Grow and thud

Float in the dark 			   fall along my skin

Spark errors hammered into solid black lines

That hold off the collapse as our

Words failing into collisions of flesh

Or flesh and its bounds	 that inarticulate beast

Words that inadequately describe what is more akin to a bomb exploding 
inside of you
 
Disguised or amplified in all the same trembling sighs

Do not swallow your dysfluent voice. Let it erupt in its

Stoppage, aporia,

Thick in the face and spitting through the eons

Heckling at your flesh to carve in it.

Anonymous




